PLATE XXXIV
AUGUSTUS

r. THE FAMOUS STATUE OF AUGUSTUS, found near
Rome at Prima Porta in the ruins of a villa which belonged to
Livia, the wife of Augustus, on the Flammian road (called ad
Gattmas Albas, i.e. white hens). Augustus is represented in
the full glory of his manhood as the military leader of Rome
(imperator) addressing his soldiers. The armour of the statue is
adorned with symbolical bas-reliefs which exalt his activity for
the benefit of the Roman Empire. Under the protection of the
divine powers of the sky (Caelum, the sky; Sol, the sun; and
Aurora, the dawn) the greatest triumph of Augustus* foreign
policy is represented : the restitution by the Parthians (pro-
bably by their King Phraates IV) in 20 B.C. of the captured
Roman standards of Crassus and Antony to a Roman officer,
probably Tiberius. It is the beginning of a bright day after
the darkness of the Civil war. To the right and to the left of
this central group are the personifications of the two recently
pacified provinces, Gaul and Spain. The pacification had been
carried out by Augustus under the protection of his personal
gods, Apollo and Artemis, whose figures are represented below.
Finally, between the two gods we see Mother Earth sur-
rounded by the symbols of fertility and holding the cornucopia.
Peace has restored the prosperity of the civilized world. The
' statue was ma.de either in the lifetime of Augustus (about
18 B. c.) or in the time of his successor Tiberius. Vatican,
Rome.

2. STATUE OF AUGUSTUS, found on the Via Labicana
near Rome. Augustus is represented later in life as the head
of the Roman religion, the Pontifex Maximus performing
a libation. The workmanship of the statue is excellent.
Augustus is shown as the great restorer of Rome, not of her
political and material life only, but of her moral and spiritual
power as well; first and foremost as the restorer of Roman
religion. Museo delle Terme, Rome.